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A total of 101,605 .it domains related to the agri-food sector have been registered to date
FOOD AND DIGITAL, ALMOST 4,000 NEW .IT DOMAINS IN 2021

IN THE AGRI-FOOD SECTOR
The survey is carried out by Registro .it, a body of the Institute of Informatics and Telematics of the CNR in Pisa, which in 2016 set up a permanent observatory to monitor the state of the agri-food sector on the web 

Pisa, 23 March 2022 – Almost 4,000 new .it domains related to the agri-food sector were registered in 2021. This was announced by Registro .it, the Registry of .it Internet domains and a body of the CNR Institute of Informatics and Telematics (CNR-IIT), which since 2016 has set up, in collaboration with the Department of Informatics of the University of Pisa and Infocamere, a permanent observatory to analyse the spread of the Internet among the various sectors belonging to the agri-food sector and study their diffusion. 
Marco Conti, Head of Registro .it and Director of CNR-IIT, commented: "The agri-food sector is fundamental to the Italian economy, but are we sure that this is also reflected on the web? It was to answer questions like this that FINe was set up six years ago, a permanent online agri-food observatory capable of analysing the diffusion on the web of the various branches belonging to the sector and their distribution at a geographical level." 

FOCUS BY SECTOR: IN 2021, RESTAURANTS AND FARINACEOUS PRODUCTS LED THE WAY
Of the 3,834 new .it sites registered in 2021 in the agri-food sector, almost 41.94% belong to catering, 12% to farinaceous products and 10.17% to wine. This is followed by the other agri sectors (9.05%), such as hunting, trapping, forestry and use of forest areas, etc., agri-tourism (5.63%) and cultivation (4.90%). 

The situation is also similar on a total basis: of the 101,605 .it sites registered so far in the agri-food sector, 37.8% still belong to the catering sector, 12.3% to wine and 11.3% to farinaceous products. The other agri-food and agri-tourism sectors follow, both at 8.3%. 


FROM 2016 TO 2021, THE NUMBER OF .IT SITES IN THE SECTOR INCREASED BY 8.4%. EXCELLENT START FOR 2022
More generally, since the start of monitoring in 2016, an increase of 8.4% - net of cancellations in the years in question - was detected, namely the creation of approximately 8 thousand .it names relating to the sector. 

At the beginning of the survey, of the 93,730 sites registered for the agri-food sector, 36.1% belonged to the catering sector, 11.5% to the wine sector and 11.3% to the agri-tourism sector. 

“The Observatory is a very useful tool to get a critical picture of how and to what extent agri-food companies exploit the potential offered by the web. More generally, it is a reliable picture to observe how the situation changes over time within the Italian agri-food web– concluded Maurizio Martinelli, Chief technologist at CNR-IIT – And this is not just year by year, but also month by month, as we can see from this first part of 2022, which in just one quarter presents more than encouraging numbers.” 

In the months of January, February and March (in progress) of 2022, 4,680 new sites in the agri-food sector have been registered to date, a number that is already higher than for the whole 2021.
Registro .it is the body responsible for the management of internet domains under .it suffix. The structure operates within the Institute of Informatics and Telematics (IIT) of the National Research Council of Italy (CNR) and is responsible for the assignment of domain names in the ccTLD (country code Top Level Domain). The IIT has the task of carrying out, promoting and enhancing research activities. Since 2018, Registro has managed the registration of edu.it domain names, reserved for Italian schools of all levels, both public and private. The main direct partners of IIT-Registro for the registration of .it and edu.it domains are the 1100 companies specialised in the supply of Internet services and in the management of all procedures on .it domains on behalf of third parties.
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